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The Ob-Ugric Languages

http://maps.google.de
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Map by Éva Schmidt
In: Szíj 1990: 385-6.
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Eastern Khanty

Northern
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1. Numeric System

• approximative numerals: 
‘about’

• cardinal numerals

• ordinal numerals

• distributive numerals:
‘each a peace’

• reiterative numerals: 
‘first time, second time …’
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1.1 Numeric System

• upper limit: 1000 
(the highest attested native numeral term)

• modern bases: 10, 100, 1000 (decimal system)

• higher numerals borrowed from Russian

• recognizable older upper limit: 7 
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2. Structure of the Cardinal Numerals

2.1 Atomic numeral terms:

2.3 Compositional numeral terms:

2.2 Non-atomic numeral terms:

• one unit

• opaque etymology

• based on atomic numerals

• syntactic constructions

• other components of unclear nature

• transparently derived
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2.1 Atomic Numeral Terms 

Northern Mansi Northern Khanty Eastern Khanty

1–7

10 low jɛŋjaŋ

20

100

1000

30

1 akʷa / akʷ 3 χuɬəm 7 ɬapət

qosχusxus

waːt – –

sɒːtsɔːtsaːt

sotər sʲoras tʲorɐs
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2.2 Non-Atomic Numeral Terms

Northern Mansi Northern Khanty Eastern Khanty

8 ? + 10
nʲololow

? + 10
ontolow

18, 19 8 + 20, 9 + 20
18 = nʲiβəɬχɵs

– –

80, 90 8 + 100
nʲiβəɬsɔːt

8 + 100
nʲɯɬsɒːt

? + 100
80 = nʲolsaːt

9 ? +10
irjeŋ

? + 10
jartjaŋ

? + ?
nʲiβəɬ

? + ?
nʲɯɬəɣ
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Northern Khanty 21-99  21 = χɵsit
20 + 1

Northern Mansi 91-99    91 = oːntəlsaːtakʷ
90 + 1

Eastern Khanty 31-99 31 = qoːɬəmjeŋəj
30 +1

• additive scheme:

2.3 Compositional Numeral Terms

• multiplicative scheme: 
for all hundreds and thousands, and some tens

NKh 300 = χuɬəmsɔːt
3 x 100

EKh 7000 = ɬapəttʲorɐs
7 x 1000
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2.3 Compositional Numeral Terms

� Northern Mansi: 11-19

numeral + xujp + 10

xuj- ‘to lie down’ + old participle in -p

14 = nʲilaxujplow
4 ‘lying on’ 10

• ‘locative’ scheme:
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the next tens – nuːpəl – numeral

21 = waːt nuːpəl akʷ
30 ‘towards’ 1

2.3 Compositional Numeral Terms

nuːpəl postpostion ‘towards’

� Northern Mansi: 21-89
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2.3 Compositional Numeral Terms

10/20 + ʉrəkkə + numeral

ʉrəkkə postposition ‘besides’

21 = qos ʉrəkkə əj
20 ‘besides’ 1

� Eastern Khanty: 11-19, 21-29
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numeral + χosʲ + 10 

χosʲ - > χosʲa/χosʲi postposition ‘to’

2.3 Compositional Numeral Terms

13 = χuɬəm χosʲ jaŋ

3 ‘to’ 10

� Northern Khanty: 11-17
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Northern Mansi Northern Khanty Eastern Khanty

Atomic
Numeral Terms

1-7, 10, 20, 30
100, 1000

1-7, 10, 20,
100, 1000

1-7, 10, 20,
100, 1000

Non-Atomic
Numeral Terms

8, 9
80, 90

8, 9
80, 90

8, 9
18, 19
80, 90

‘Locative’
Schemes

11-19
21-89

11-17 11-29

Additive
Schemes

21-99 31-99

Multiplicative
Schemes

hundreds
thousands

hundreds
thousands

hundreds
thousands

91-99
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3. Conclusion

• the common pra-Ugric system seems to 
include 7 numerals

• the later development shows different
patterns motivated probably
by language contact
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Thank you for your attention


